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A CHARTER 
CLUB OF FLY 

FISHERS 
INTERNATIONAL 

MEMBER OF THE 
NORTHERN 

CALIFORNIA 
COUNCIL OF FLY 

FISHERS 
INTERNATIONAL 

Live Meeting 

Tuesday,  
June 8, 2021 

Roosevelt Park, 
801 Orangeburg, 

Modesto,CA 

6:00 pm 

Bring a chair and 
your favorite 

beverage! 

	 Looks	like	some	semblance	of	normal	is	about	to	return.	June	15th	is	the	
end	of	COVID-19	precautions	if	all	continues	as	it	is	and	no	dif@iculties	arise.	I	
certainly	feel	better	about	the	whole	COVID	thing	since	I’ve	been	vaccinated.	It	
will	be	good	to	gather	and	socialize	again.	Fortunately,	most	folks	I	know	are	
vaccinated,	and	it	has	been	safe	to	gather.	The	Pyramid	Lake	attendees	had	all	
been	vaccinated	or	at	least	had	received	the	@irst	dose.	I	just	returned	from	a	Fall	
River	trip	with	12	attendees	and	everyone	there	had	been	fully	vaccinated	for	
some	time	making	that	gathering	safe.	I	guess	my	point	is	I	feel	it’s	time	to	try	
pre-COVID	normal	again.		
	 As	mentioned	I	just	returned	from	the	Fall	River.	We	arrived	Monday,	May	
17th	and	departed	the	20th.	We	had	a	little	wind,	read	that	really	blowing!	Many	
times	the	wind	overcame	the	current	and	our	boat	would	be	blown	above	the	
anchor.	It	made	it	dif@icult	to	hold	the	position	we	wanted,	but	we	made	the	best	
of	it	and	@ished	hard	for	2-1/2	days.	My	@ishing	buddy	Dale	and	I	did	really	well	
despite	the	conditions	and	boated	a	bunch	of	those	hard	@ighting	wild	@ish	with	a	
couple	to	20	inches.	I	understand	two	other	club	members	have	recently	@ished	
the	Fall	also.	Hopefully,	Dennis	Green	and	John	Driver	post	reports	along	with	
pictures.	The	Fall	is	an	amazing	@ishery	and	if	you	haven’t	@ished	it	it	needs	to	be	
added	to	your	bucket	list.		
	 It	looks	like	we	may	have	several	ladies	who	may	be	interested	in	our	
club.	We	hope	to	encourage	their	interests	in	@ly	@ishing	so	we	will	meet	on	June	
8th	at	Roosevelt	Park	on	Orangeburg	and	focus	the	meeting	on	topics	that	will	
bene@it	new	@ly	@ishers.	Casting	help	will	be	offered,	and	another	important	skill	
that	is	a	mystery	to	beginners	that	will	be	covered	is	leader	construction.	
Hopefully,	some	of	our	experienced	@ishers	will	have	skills	to	offer	that	will	
bene@it	novices.	If	you	think	of	something	that	can	help	a	newbie	get	going,	come	
to	the	meeting	and	share	your	experience	and	knowledge.	I	know	it	will	be	
greatly	appreciated.	Vivian	will	attend	to	give	the	ladies	a	woman’s	perspective	
on	@ly	@ishing.	By	the	way	Vivian	prefers	to	be	addressed	as	Madame	First	Lady.	
Just	so	you	know!		
	 We	are	here	at	our	mountain	place	working	on	our	defensible	space	
cleanup.	I	plan	to	get	on	the	water	very	soon,	so	hopefully,	I’ll	be	able	to	share	
Davis	Lake	information	with	you	very	soon.	In	the	meantime	be	safe	and	go	
@ishing!	
	 ~	Jim
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June	Meeting	-	June	8,	2021	
6:00	pm	-	Roosevelt	Park	
“Helping	New	Fly	Fishers”	

	 Seems	like	member	John	Driver	snuck	off	to	the	Fall	River	
along	with	Dennis	Green,	as	did	Jim	Bowen.	I	haven’t	received	
any	detailed	report,	but	there	is	photographic	evidence	that	
@ish	were	caught.	

Stanislaus 
Fly Fishers 
Membership 
Information

Membership dues are $40 per 
year for members.

Members must also join Fly 
Fishers International. Dues for 

the IFF vary, but do not 
exceed $35 for a single, one-

year membership.

We’re	on	the	Web!	

Club	News
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Club	News	(cont.)Stanislaus	Fly	Fishers	
2021	Board	of	Directors	

President	–	Jim	Bowen	
Vice-President	–	Gus	Link	
Treasurer/Membership	–		
	 Dennis	Stambaugh	
Secretary/Webmaster	–		
	 Michael	Hewitt	
Outings	–	Bob	Bullock	
Raf@les	–	Jim	Goodwin	
At-Large	–	Bud	Heintz	
At-Large	–	Jeff	Bakker	
At-Large	-	Pat	Roe	

	 In-person	board	meetings	are	
currently	suspended	until	Covid	
protocols	have	determined	it	is	safe	
to	resume	them.	

	 We	are	very	fortunate	to	have	as	a	
member	of	our	own	club	the	Buz	Buzek	Award-
winning	tier	Bud	Heintz.	He’s	a	wealth	of	
knowledge	and	always	eager	to	share	his	
experience.	This	month’s	@ly	pattern	is	Bud’s	
version	of	a	no-hackle	BWO	which	he	says	a	
basic	@ly	tyer	should	be	able	to	tie	without	
dif@iculty.	BWOs	offer	anglers	a	trifecta	of	
opportunity	for	hungry	trout:	nymphs,	
emergers,	and	dries.	This	dry	pattern	should	be	
a	perfect	choice	for	a	top	@ly	when	the	BWO	
may@lies	are	starting	to	break	through	the	@ilm.	
Fished	with	nymph	and	emerger	droppers	
during	a	hatch	(and	often	in	foul	weather),	this	
could	be	just	what	the	doctor	ordered	for	a	
good	day	on	the	water!	

The	Fly	Box		“No-Hackle	Blue	Winged	Olive”	by	Bud	Heintz
•	Hook:		Diiachi	1180,	1100	or	Equal	
•	Thread:		Uni.	Color:	Olive	Dun,	8/0	
•	Tail:		Micro	Fibbets.	Color:	Dark	Dun	or	Black	
•		Abdominal:		Uni,	Olive	Dun	8/0	Thread	
•		Wing:		EP	Trigger	Point	Fibers.	Color:		BWO,	
Med.	Dun,	Black	.		Optional:		Deer	Hair,	Color:		
Med.	Grey	Dun	or	Black	
•		Thorax:		Dubbing,	Super	Fine.		Color:		BWO,	
in	back	and	front	of	wing	
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Upcoming Outings and Events
Davis Lake Outing – June, 2021: Details TBA 
Lake Crowley Outing – July, 2021: Details TBA 
Little Truckee Outing – October, 2021: Details TBA 

Comics

Membership	Information	
	 Membership	Dues	($40)	for	2021	are	due	now	due	and	payable.	For	your	convenience,	
we	can	now	accept	a	credit	card	for	your	dues	for	an	additional	fee	of	$1.00	to	cover	the	cost	
of	the	transaction.	All	SFF	memberships	are	“Family	Membership”	status;		spouses,	
signi@icant	others,	and/or	children	must	also	be	FFI	members	to	be	of@icial	SFF	members.	FFI	
General	Memberships	include	you,	your	spouse	or	co-habitating	partner,	and	children	under	
18.	
	 Reminder:	Club	dues	DO	NOT	include	FFI	dues.	FFI	dues	are	paid	directly	to	the	FFI	
and	must	be	maintained	regularly	since	the	SFF	is	an	FFI	Charter	Club.	If	you	are	not	an	FFI	
Life	Member,	or	do	not	pay	for	three	years	at	a	time,	you	must	renew	your	membership	
yearly!	Remember	to	list	the	Stanislaus	Fly	Fishers	as	your	AfJiliated	Club.	This	is	
important	due	to	our	Charter	Club	status.	The	online	application	for	FFI	membership	is	
linked	below.	

FFI	Membership	Application

https://member.flyfishersinternational.org/general/register_member_type.asp?


Survival of migrating juvenile salmon depends on stream flow 
thresholds 
UC Santa Cruz - May, 2021 

New	understanding	of	relationship	between	stream	flows	and	salmon	survival	provides	a	
critical	tool	for	balancing	water	needs	in	the	highly	managed	Sacramento	River	

	 Juvenile	salmon	migrating	to	the	sea	in	the	Sacramento	River	face	a	gauntlet	of	
hazards	in	an	environment	drastically	modi@ied	by	humans,	especially	with	respect	to	
historical	patterns	of	stream	@low.	Many	studies	have	shown	that	survival	rates	of	juvenile	
salmon	improve	as	the	amount	of	water	@lowing	downstream	increases,	but	“more	is	
better”	is	not	a	useful	guideline	for	agencies	managing	competing	demands	for	the	
available	water.	
	 Now	@isheries	scientists	have	identi@ied	key	thresholds	in	the	relationship	between	
stream	@low	and	salmon	survival	that	can	serve	as	actionable	targets	for	managing	water	
resources	in	the	Sacramento	River.	The	new	analysis,	published	May	19	in	Ecosphere,	
revealed	nonlinear	effects	in	the	@low-survival	relationship,	meaning	it	changes	in	stepwise	
fashion,	with	signi@icant	jumps	in	survival	rates	at	two	key	steps.	
	 A	threshold	de@ined	in	the	paper	as	the	“historic	mean”	@low	of	10,712	cubic	feet	per	
second	(cfs)	provides	an	especially	important	target	for	resource	managers,	said	@irst	
author	Cyril	Michel,	a	project	scientist	in	the	Institute	of	Marine	Sciences	at	UC	Santa	Cruz.	
“We	see	a	substantial	increase	in	salmon	survival	above	that	level,	so	if	we	can	increase	
stream	@low	to	that	level	for	critical	periods	of	the	year,	it	would	really	bene@it	the	salmon	
populations,”	Michel	said.	

Acoustic	tags	
	 The	researchers	analyzed	migration	survival	data	from	2,436	juvenile	Chinook	
salmon	tagged	with	acoustic	transmitters	and	tracked	in	years	with	different	water	@lows,	
from	2013	to	2019.	After	identifying	the	key	thresholds,	the	team	then	used	historical	data	
on	river	@lows	and	salmon	migration	patterns	to	run	simulations	of	different	management	
actions.	
	 “We	wanted	to	see	how	much	the	salmon	populations	would	bene@it	if	we	had	
enacted	@lows	to	match	that	threshold	of	10,712	cfs,”	Michel	said.	“We	found	we	could	
increase	survival	by	a	lot,	sometimes	doubling	or	tripling	the	survival	rates	in	a	given	year,	
without	having	to	spend	too	much	water.	It’s	a	reasonable	target	that	won’t	break	the	bank	
in	most	years.”	
	 Juvenile	salmon	migrate	out	to	sea	in	the	spring,	which	was	historically	a	period	of	
high	@lows	in	the	Sacramento	River.	Now,	however,	dams	and	water	diversions	combined	
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Conservation Notes

https://esajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ecs2.3498
https://ims.ucsc.edu/


with	seasonal	reductions	in	@lows	from	tributaries	result	in	spring	@lows	that	tend	to	be	the	
lowest	of	the	year.	
	 “Because	of	how	we’ve	plumbed	the	Central	Valley,	salmon	now	have	to	migrate	out	
during	low	@lows.	So	we’re	proposing	to	enact	pulse	@lows	in	the	spring	to	bring	the	river	
up	to	historical	conditions	for	short	periods	of	time,”	Michel	said.	

Implementing	pulse	Mlows	
	 He	noted	that	plans	to	implement	pulse	@lows	in	the	Sacramento	River	are	now	being	
developed	under	environmental	permits	renegotiated	last	year	for	the	Central	Valley	
Project,	the	massive	federal	water	management	project	that	includes	the	Sacramento	
River.	An	interagency	group	of	scientists	has	agreed	to	use	the	10,712	cfs	threshold	as	the	
target	for	these	pulse	@lows,	Michel	said.	
	 “We’re	excited	that	this	might	actually	happen	this	year	or	next,	and	we	will	be	
tracking	survival	rates	to	see	how	successful	it	is,”	he	said.	“This	could	be	a	tool	that	is	used	
for	many	years	to	come,	with	real	bene@its	for	salmon	populations.”	
Additional	research	on	the	optimal	timing	of	pulse	@lows	could	improve	their	
implementation,	enabling	adaptive	management	in	response	to	environmental	conditions,	
he	added.	
	 The	study	identi@ied	two	other	thresholds,	de@ined	as	“minimum”	(4,259	cfs)	and	
“high”	(22,872	cfs).	Below	the	minimum	threshold,	only	3%	of	the	tagged	salmon	survived	
the	migration.	Survival	was	18.9%	between	minimum	and	historic	mean,	50.8%	between	
historic	mean	and	high,	and	35.3%	above	the	high	threshold.	
	 The	results	suggest	that	the	main	mechanism	behind	the	@low	thresholds	relates	to	
how	fast	migrating	@ish	are	able	to	move	through	the	river	and	get	past	the	hazards	along	
the	way.	Travel	times	for	@ish	during	@lows	between	the	historic	mean	and	high	thresholds	
were	signi@icantly	shorter	than	for	@ish	experiencing	all	other	@lows.	
	 “In	most	years,	it’s	best	for	juvenile	salmon	to	rear	in	the	upper	river	where	it’s	safer,	
and	then	move	through	the	lower	river	as	quickly	as	possible	to	reduce	their	exposure	to	
predators	and	other	stressors,”	Michel	explained.	
	 The	research	team	includes	scientists	af@iliated	with	both	UC	Santa	Cruz	and	NOAA’s	
National	Marine	Fisheries	Service	(NMFS).	The	Fisheries	Collaborative	Program	in	UCSC’s	
Institute	of	Marine	Sciences	supports	research	collaborations	with	the	NMFS	Southwest	
Fisheries	Science	Center	laboratory	in	Santa	Cruz,	located	at	UCSC’s	Coastal	Science	
Campus.	
	 In	addition	to	Michel,	the	coauthors	of	the	paper	include	Jeremy	Notch	and	Flora	
Cordoleani	at	UCSC	and	Arnold	Ammann	and	Eric	Danner	at	NOAA	Fisheries.	Funding	and	
resources	for	the	study	were	provided	by	the	U.S.	Bureau	of	Reclamation,	U.S.	Fish	and	
Wildlife	Service,	and	the	Central	Valley	Project	Improvement	Act.	

Original	story	here:	
https://news.ucsc.edu/2021/05/salmon-stream@lows.html	
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https://news.ucsc.edu/2021/05/salmon-streamflows.html


From	Jim	Bowen:	
	 Here’s	one	for	help	when	tying	
@lies.	Ever	had	a	tying	session	that	
drives	you	nuts	because	every	material	
you	handle	sticks	to	your	hands?	I	hate	
it	when	maribou	or	dubbing	won’t	let	
go	no	matter	how	hard	I	shake	my	
hands.		
	 This	easy	tip	is	to	use	a	dryer	
sheet	on	your	hands.	It	will	eliminate	
that	static	that	sticks	everything	on	
your	tying	desk	to	your	hands.	Give	this	
one	a	try	and	I	bet	it	helps	save	a	little	
of	your	sanity.	

9ft	9wt	Powell	Tiburon	II/Tioga	Teton	 	 	 					9ft	3wt	Powell	LGA/Tioga	Trinity	

	 We	are	currently	raf@ling	two	E.C.	Powell	rods	with	Teton	reels	that	were	donated	to	our	club	by	
Philip	Hawkins,	the	Atwater	school	teacher	whose	students	were	doing	a	salmon	release	back	in	February	
of	2020	and	invited	our	club	members	to	attend	and	provide	casting	and	@ly	tying	instruction.	The	@irst	is	
a	Powell	Tiburon	9ft	9wt	with	a	Teton	Tioga	reel	and	includes	Gus	Link	custom-sewn	rod	sack	and	reel	
pouch.	The	second	is	a	Powell	LGA	9ft	3wt	with	a	Teton	Trinity	reel	and	also	includes	custom-sewn	rod	
sack	and	reel	pouch	from	Gus	Link.	We	are	selling	playing	cards,	one	deck	for	each	rod	combo,	for	$5.00	
each.	The	raf@le	drawing	will	be	held	when	either	the	decks	have	sold	out	or	at	our	December	2021	
meeting,	whichever	comes	@irst.	Proceeds	will	be	used	to	help	fund	speakers	for	our	general	meetings.	
Many	thanks	to	Philip	for	his	donation	to	our	club.	
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Tips and Tricks

More Club News - Raffle 



From	NNCFFI	President	Mark	Rockwell	
	 Hello	everyone,	and	I’m	happy	to	share	two	major	changes	I	believe	we	all	want	to	
see:	1)	It’s	Spring	and	Summer	is	coming,	2)	we	are	moving	toward	normalcy	with	COVID.		
Many	clubs	we	talk	with	each	month	in	our	Happy	Hour	zoom	calls	are	doing	more	outings	
and	beginning	to	consider	getting	back	to	face-to-face	regular	meetings.		I	think	it’s	
important	to	be	careful	not	to	take	risks	and	get	vaccinated.		Continue	to	follow	state	and	
county	health	mandates.		Better	safe	than	sorry!	
	 We	have	continued	our	monthly	club	President	Happy	Hours	and	they	continue	to	be	
popular	and	helpful.		Last	month	we	had	a	presentation	about	how	to	run	an	online	
auction	by	Scott	Piggott	of	Fresno	Fly	Fishers	for	Conservation.		The	May	Happy	Hour	will	
focus	on	continued	communication	between	our	clubs	and	a	presentation	on	Club	Express,	
a	company	that	helps	clubs	organize	and	provide	support	for	leadership.		It’s	great	to	
share	experiences	and	helpful	technology	like	this	so	we	can	support	club	activities	and	
help	club	leadership	provide	good	services	to	members.		Community	is	our	goal,	and	
working	together	helps	everyone.	
	 June	is	“Women	in	Fly	Fishing”	month,	with	FFI’s	Women	Connect	leading	the	
process	nationally,	and	NCCFFI	organizing	events	in	our	north	state.		Anne-Marie	Bakker	is	
our	NCCFFI	Women	Connect	leader,	ambconsulting@sbcglobal.net.		Here’s	a	rundown	on	
some	of	the	activities	being	planned	and	links	to	connect	you	with	these	programs.			
	 Women	Connect	on	Facebook	-	Any	female	member	of	Fly	Fishers	International	is	
part	of	Women	Connect.	All	women	@ly	@ishers	are	welcome	in	this	group,	of	course	we	
hope	you	join	FFI	and	become	part	of	us	&	enjoy	what	FFI	has	to	offer.	Our	FFI	Women	
Connect	email:	womenconnect@MlyMishersinternational.org	

Tuesday	June	1	-	Zappy	Hour:	5:30	PM	PDT	Meet	and	Greet:	Women’s	Fly	Fishing	Month	
Launch.	Conversation	with	Anne-Marie	Bakker,	Carla	Lemon,	Cat	White,	Gwen	Sitton	
who	will	share	info	about	themselves,	their	regions	and	their	activities.		

Tuesday	June	8	-	Training	&	tying:	5:30	PM	PDT	Fly	Tying	with	Kathy	Crofts	-	North	Fork	
Special	

Thursday	June	10	-	Northern	California	Council	Presentation	7:00	PM	PDT:Angling	
Challenge	of	a	Lifetime:	Western	Native	Trout	challenge:	Join	via	Zoom		

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82276612385?
pwd=OERCWE9Qd2dFUGtCdzRQNmduY0pRdz09	

Meeting	ID:	822	7661	2385	
Passcode:	567360	
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NCCFFI News

mailto:womenconnect@flyfishersinternational.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82276612385?pwd=OERCWE9Qd2dFUGtCdzRQNmduY0pRdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82276612385?pwd=OERCWE9Qd2dFUGtCdzRQNmduY0pRdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82276612385?pwd=OERCWE9Qd2dFUGtCdzRQNmduY0pRdz09


Tuesday	June	15	-	Getting	started	in	Fly	Fishing	5:30	PM	PDT	
Tuesday	June	29	-	National	Women's	Fly	Fishing	Day	-	Zappy	Hour/Slide	Show	Monday,	

June	28	-	5:30	PM		PDT		

We	support	and	encourage	women	@ly	@ishers	to	connect	with	these	events,	and	enjoy	the	
fun	that	will	happen	in	June.	

Thursday	June	10th,	7:00-8:00	P.M.	
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82276612385?
pwd=OERCWE9Qd2dFUGtCdzRQNmduY0pRdz09	

Meeting	ID:	822	7661	2385	
Passcode:	567360	
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Opinion	Column	from	San	Francisco	Chronicle	
Opinion: San Francisco doesn't have a sustainable drought plan  
Peter	Drekmeier		
May	29,	2021		

HETCH HETCHY RESERVOIR, VIEWED FROM AIRPLANE, COLLECTS WATER FROM THE GRAND CANYON OF 
THE TUOLUMNE IN YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK 
TOM STIENSTRA/ THE CHRONICLE  

	 Two	weeks	ago,	the	“greenest	city	in	America”	sued	California’s	State	Water	Board	to	
prevent	measures	that	would	restore	the	beleaguered	San	Francisco	Bay-Delta.		
			 After	more	than	a	decade	of	studies	based	on	the	best	available	science,	the	state	
wants	to	require	San	Francisco	to	release	more	water	from	its	dams	into	the	Tuolumne	
River	—	the	source	of	our	Hetch	Hetchy	drinking	water	—	to	bene@it	@ish,	wildlife	and	
downstream	water	quality.		
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Opinions



	 The	San	Francisco	Public	Utilities	Commission,	meanwhile,	wants	a	“voluntary	
agreement”	for	the	Tuolumne	River.	Instead	of	providing	the	river	with	desperately	needed	
@low,	the	city	is	proposing	power-washing	spawning	gravel,	building	a	@ish	barrier	that	
would	somehow	block	undesired	@ish,	but	allow	“good”	@ish	to	pass	unmolested,	and	
restoring	a	small	amount	of	@loodplain	habitat	for	baby	@ish.	These	half-measures	are	
doomed	to	fail.	Floodplains	without	enough	water	to	inundate	them	are	useless.	A	peer	
review	commissioned	by	the	National	Marine	Fisheries	Service	debunked	the		
science	behind	the	SFPUC’s	proposal.		
	 City	Attorney	Dennis	Herrera,	who	Mayor	Breed	wants	to	appoint	as	the	new	
General	Manager	of	the	SFPUC,	is	leading	the	lawsuit	charge.	The	litigation	is	based	on	a	
Trump-era	rule	that	has	been	challenged	in	court	by	California’s	Attorney	General	and	is	
likely	to	be	abandoned	by	the	Biden	administration.	It	aims	to	weaken	the	state’s	authority	
to	safeguard	water	quality,	an	outcome	that	could	have	repercussions	nationwide.		
Is	this	really	the	position	San	Francisco	wants	to	be	in,	siding	with	Trump	to	block	the	
state’s	ability	to	protect	our	environment?		
	 If	the	SFPUC	were	serious	about	stewardship,	the	Tuolumne	would	not	be	in	such	
dire	straits.	Where	over	100,000	salmon	once	spawned,	barely	1,000	returned	last	year.	
Gone	are	the	millions	of	pounds	of	ocean-derived	nutrients	the	salmon	faithfully	
transported	to	upland	habitats	where	they	fueled	the	food	web	and	fertilized	the	soil.	The	
fact	that	4	out	of	every	5	gallons	of	water	are	diverted	from	the	Tuolumne	is	the	leading	
cause	of	its	demise.		
	 The	negative	impacts	of	these	unsustainable	water	diversions	ripple	throughout	the	
Bay-Delta.	Six	@ish	species	are	listed	as	endangered	or	threatened	as	a	result	of	insuf@icient	
freshwater	in@low.	San	Francisco’s	lawsuit	increases	the	likelihood	we	will	experience	a	
mass	extinction	in	the	not	too	distant	future.	It	also	increases	the	risk	that	the	commercial	
salmon	@ishing	industry	at	Fisherman’s	Wharf	will	be	relegated	to	the	history	books,	and	
that	delta	communities	will	continue	to	suffer	from	toxic	algae	blooms	tied	to	insuf@icient	
river	@lows.		
	 The	SFPUC	wants	you	to	believe	the	state’s	plan	to	protect	the	Tuolumne	River		
and	San	Francisco	Bay-Delta	would	lead	to	water	shortages	during	droughts.		
They	claim	their	own	plan	would	produce	more	@ish,	using	less	water	than	the		
state’s	measures.	Both	of	these	statements	are	false.	
	 Even	after	two	severely	dry	winters,	the	SFPUC	has	enough	water	stored	in	
reservoirs	to	last	roughly	41⁄2	years.	In	an	average	year,	San	Francisco’s	water	rights	
entitle	it	to	three	times	as	much	water	as	is	needed,	so	its	reservoirs	@ill	quickly	after	a	
drought.	In	2017,	shortly	after	the	past	drought,	the	city	was	allowed	to	capture	enough	
water	to	last	12	years,	but	had	to	dump	88%	because	its	reservoirs	were	already	full	with	
a	six-year	supply.		
	 People	who	conserved	during	that	drought	should	be	outraged	that	their	efforts	
provided	almost	no	environmental	bene@it.	Their	work	was	hoarded	behind	dams,	only	to	
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be	dumped	in	a	single	year.	The	Tuolumne	River	experienced	one	good	year	at	the	expense	
of	@ive	terrible	years.		
	 San	Francisco	does	have	a	more	sustainable	path.	By	continuing	our	decades-	long	
trend	of	using	less	water,	investing	much	more	in	alternative	water	supplies	such	as	
recycled	water,	and	partnering	with	San	Joaquin	Valley	irrigation	districts	to	bring	
agriculture	into	the	21st	century,	we	can	meet	the	state’s	co-	equal	goals	of	restoring	the	
Bay-Delta	and	Tuolumne	River	ecosystems	while	ensuring	a	reliable	water	supply	well	into	
the	future.	Los	Angeles	and	Orange	County	turned	in	this	direction	years	ago.	It’s	time	for	
the	SFPUC	to	catch	up.		
	 San	Franciscans	deserve	a	plan	that	represents	their	environmental	values.	
Supervisor	Aaron	Peskin	has	introduced	a	resolution	encouraging	the	city	to	pause	its	suit	
and	to	follow	the	science.	Environmentally	minded	citizens	should	support	the	
supervisor’s	leadership.		

Peter	Drekmeier	is	policy	director	for	Tuolumne	River	Trust.	He	formerly	served	as	mayor	of	
Palo	Alto.		

https://www.sfchronicle.com/opinion/openforum/article/Opinion-San-Francisco-doesn-t-have-a-16211308.php	

Tuolumne River Trust 
“We protect and restore the Tuolumne River watershed for present and future generations. We 

do this through three key program areas: education, advocacy, and restoration.  

2021 marks our 40th anniversary, and we plan to continue this decades-long legacy of restoring 
and protecting this irreplaceable watershed that spans from the Sierra Nevada Mountains 

through the Central Valley to the San Francisco Bay.” 

https://www.tuolumne.org	

Educate Advocate Restore 
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